THE AUTHENTIC BIOGRAPHY OF COLONEL BECK
entanglement from the operation of the Minorities*
Treaty.   The Eastern Pact was otherwise known as the
Eastern Locarno, and though at first meant to include
Germany, was, on her refusal to join, to be inaugurated
with Russia, France, Poland, Lithuania and Qecho
Slovakia.  From the outset Poland was definitely opposed,
not only because it included Lithuania and Czecho-
slovakia, with whom she was hardly on the friendliest
relations at the time, but because it was antagonizing
Germany by bringing together a League of States,
which, without her adhesion and membership, might
easily be regarded as attempting a plan of encirclement
On the Minorities problem, again, it was a question of
a partial application of the maxim :  c Nothing about us
without us/   Poland did not object to the provisions of
the Minorities' Treaties as provisions for the protection
of Minority rights.    She had, in part, embodied similar
principles in her own Constitution.   But she objected to
the League of Nations setting some nations on the pilloty
whilst others escaped scot-free.   Why should Poland, for
example, be bound down by such a treaty, and Germany,
except in Silesia under the  Geneva Convention, be
excepted from it?    Accordingly,  when the League
refused to call a conference to arrange a General Con-
vention on Minorities, there was nothing left for Colonel
Beck but to announce that: * pending the introduction
of a general and uniform system for the protection of
Minorities, my Government is compelled to refuse all